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OffIcIAL cALL 
Of THE POTENTATE 

Notice is hereby given that the December 2023 Stated 
Meeting and Election of Officers for 2024 will be held

December 8, 2023
Pueblo Masonic Center

126 Broadway, Pueblo, CO at 7 p.m.
Bill Davidson  Attest: Gary Sears, P.P.
Potentate Recorder

@tequilasintrinidad

Tequila’s Family Mexican
Restaurant in Trinidad

tequilasintrinidad.com
for online menu and ordering

Follow Us!

Article Due Dates / Issue
1 January / Feb - Mar
1 March / Apr - May
1 May / Jun - Jul
1 July / Aug - Sep
1 September / Oct - Nov
1 November / Dec - Jan

SUSPENSE DATES FOR SUBMITTING ARTICLES 
FOR THE DUST ARE AS FOLLOWS:

POTENTATE'S mESSAgE
Bill Davidson 
Al Kaly Potentate 2023

Greeting All,
 As we wind down year 2023, Rhonda 

and I would like to say thank you. It was 
a long journey, and much was learned 
about the Shrine as well as ourselves. I 
never really saw being Potentate in my 
future.  There were a lot of trials and 
tribulations along the way. We have met 
a lot of new friends along the way within 
CSSA, as well as, Imperial. We traveled hundreds of miles and 
spent countless hours visiting many different places and Shrine 
events throughout the country. 

  By the time this dust comes out we should have completed 
all our events for the year except the December stated meeting 
and elections, Honored Ladies OV and the Potentate’s 

OffIcIAL cALL 
Of THE POTENTATE 
Notice is hereby given that the January 2024, 

Stated Meeting will be held:
January 6, 2024, at 7:30 p.m.
Pueblo Convention Center
320 Central Main Street

Pueblo, CO 81003
Bill Davidson  Attest: Gary Sears, P.P.
Potentate Recorder

Appreciation. Without a doubt, it 
has been a long and busy year.

To the Divan members and your 
ladies, thank you for supporting 
Rhonda and me throughout our 2023 year.  Each one of you 
have been instrumental in ensuring 2023 kept on track.  I 
wish all the 2024 Divan members good luck and I’m looking 
forward to working with you next year.

In closing, thank you to all who made this year a memory to 
cherish for years to come.

Thank you.

OffIcIAL cALL Of THE 
POTENTATE STATED mEETINg 

AND ELEcTION Of OffIcERS
December 8, 2023 at 7 p.m.

Pueblo Masonic Center 
 126 Broadway, Pueblo, CO

You will be called upon to elect the following officers: Potentate, 
Chief Rabban, Assistant Rabban, High Priest and Prophet, Oriental 
Guide, Treasurer, Recorder and Representatives to the Imperial 
Council. To gain admission into this meeting, the Shriners 
International Bylaws require that a member must be in possession of 
and present his current year’s membership card.

Shriners International Bylaws Election Regulations: 
Shriners International Bylaws, paragraph 325.11, Election 

Regulations (a) Electioneering. A candidate for an elected office 
in a Shrine temple may print, publish and circulate during the 
year he is seeking the elected office, a resume consisting of his 
educational background, his vocational history, and his Masonic 
and Shrine record. Except as provided in the prior sentence, the 
printing, publication, circulating or distribution of resolutions, 
letters, telegrams, tickets, email or other devices, by a unit, club, 
Noble, or group of Nobles, suggesting, recommending, opposing, or 
containing the names of proposed candidates for office in the temple 
is prohibited. (b) Expenditures Prohibited. The expenditure of money 
for gifts, favors, or entertainment on behalf of a candidate for elected 
office is prohibited. (c) Violation. For any violation of (a) or (b), the 
Imperial Potentate may suspend any offending Noble, and he may 
declare the election of the officers void and order a new election. (d) 
Notice. At least one week prior to the annual meeting or any election, 
the temple Recorder shall mail to each member a notice thereof 
containing this section. Aleikum Es Selamu 
Bill Davidson  Attest: Gary Sears, P.P.
Potentate Recorder
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155 E. Main Street
Aguilar, CO 81020

719-941-6022

JM Tire, Inc.
709 N. Commercial Street

Trinidad, CO 81082
Phone: 719-846-7273

Fax: 719-846-0446

Joe Hill / Owner
24 HOUR TOWING: 719-859-4282

GREG ARMSTRONG
gregarmstrong1817@gmail.com

119 WEST 4th. ST.
PUEBLO, COLORADO 81003

“Diamond Importers”
719-544-0195

(719) 578-0035
HENRY B. EASTLAND

ATTORNEY AT LAW
SINCE 1972

• WILLS
• TRUSTS
• ESTATE ADMINISTRATION
• GUARDIANSHIPS
• CONSERVATORSHIPS
• CONTESTED ESTATE MATTERS
• HOURLY FEES
• FREE PARKING

320 E. Costilla Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

cLOSINg OUT ANOTHER YEAR!
Gary Sears, PP 
Recorder

Well, it’s that time again to tie up those 
loose ends to end our Al Kaly year, turn 
the page starting over for 2024. If you 
have Al Kaly fez strips that you will not be 
using in 2024, please turn them in to the 
Office, i.e., Potentate’s Aide, Ambassador, 
etc. You may have some other old fez 
strips you no longer need any more. If so, 
we can use them. This is also true of name 
badge ladders. We’ll gladly take them. 

Unit/Club secretaries, please turn in parade points and any 
other points you may be collecting on your members so that 
we can get them posted and awards presented at the December 
stated meeting. 

Also, Unit/Club treasurers, please remember that your unit/
club financial report is due after you receive bank statements 
for December 31, 2023. A spreadsheet is located on the Al Kaly 

fROm THE REcORDER
Gary Sears, PP

I would like to thank all the Nobles for your support in 
2023, it is very much appreciated. Overall, the office ran 
very smoothly this year. In large part this is due to our 
admin, Noble Mike Apker, he is doing an outstanding job 
for Al Kaly, his hard work, dedication and knowledge is 
very much appreciated! 

The cash picnic raffle and other fund raisers were very 
successful and again I thank you for your support!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Al Kaly Installation - 2024
You are invited to the Installation of the 2024 Al Kaly Potentate and Divan, 6 January 2024, 

Pueblo Convention Center.

Program: Pre-Celebration Hospitality Suite - 3:30pm-4:30pm - Cold Hors d’oeuvres and Drinks
  • Social Hour – 4:30pm-5:30pm - Hot Hors d’oeuvres and Drinks (Cash Bar)
  • Dinner – 5:30pm-7:00pm - Served 3-Course plated meal- Beef and Chicken main course 

options, further details to be forthcoming
  • Installation - 7:00pm - 7:30pm
  • Stated Meeting and Ladies Program - 7:30pm - 8:30pm

Ladies Program - The Sangre De Cristo Art Center and the Art Scene in Pueblo – presented by 
Mr. Andy Sanchez, CEO, Sangre De Cristo Art Center

Banquet Price: TBD

Entertainment: Al Kaly Band

Dress: Semi-Formal (Business Suit)

Rooms: Available at the adjacent Courtyard Marriott – Al Kaly block booking

website – makes it easier for you as it is in Excel format and it 
does the math for you. 

There are a number of activities that require reservations. 
Please make them by the deadlines so we can provide accurate 
numbers for those preparing food. Your support is greatly 
appreciated. Donna and I wish all of you a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy and safe New Year.UPcOmINg 

EVENTS
December

2 Potentate's Appreciation Party
8 Stated Meeting, Election of Officers for 2024 
9 Honored Ladies OV
25 Christmas Day

January
1 New Year's Day
6 Installation of 2024 Officers
  (Pueblo Convention Center)
6 Al Kaly Stated Meeting 7:30pm 
 (Pueblo Convention Center)
21 Legion of Honor OV
25-26 MW Grand Lodge of Colorado Session

February
4 Daughters of the Nile Tea
4 Al Kaly Masonic Youth Night
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AL KALY DIVAN
Board of Directors (Elective Divan)
Potentate Bill Davidson
Chief Rabban  John Weed
Assistant Rabban Jared Maddox
High Priest & Prophet Dale Kunz
Oriental Guide  Mark Giffin
Recorder  Gary Sears
Treasurer  David Stevens

Appointive Divan
1st Ceremonial Master Arnold Montoya
2nd Ceremonial Master Doug Gabel
Director I.S. Jim Eaches PP
Marshall Harry Andrews
Chaplain Scott Rhea
Captain of Guard Ray Lingley
Outer Guard Jay Bernard
Outer Guard Dennis Feister

Imperial Council Representatives
I.S. Bill Davidson
John Weed

C.S.S.A. Representatives
Bill Davidson
John Weed
Jarod Maddox

Int’l Shrine Horse Patrol Past Presidents
Allan Ake, P.P.

JM Tire, Inc.
709 N. Commercial Street

Trinidad, CO 81082
Phone: 719-846-7273

Fax: 719-846-0446

Joe Hill / Owner
24 HOUR TOWING: 719-859-4282

Beginning 01/01/23:  405
Gains: 16
Lost: 25
Net Total: 396
Associates: 17
Grand Total: 413

Membership
As Of: October 29, 2023

For more photos of the events covered 
in this issue of the Dust, please visit:  

http://alkalyshrinephotos.zenfolio.com. 

THERE ARE 29 NOBLES THAT 
HAVE NOT PAID THEIR DUES.

walking back to their 
flat. Behind them, 
they heard “Elizabeth, 
Mark” and they 
turned around to see 
their Aunt in London 
England. What are 
the odds that you will 
run into a relative 
thousands of miles 
away from home 
in a city as large as 
London? After that he said he thought he had seen it all.  Later 
on, he had moved out to Colorado Springs and was walking 
through a parking lot. A little voice inside his head told him to 
turn around.  He turned around to see his very first girl friend 
who he hadn’t seen in over 40 years. The first experience led 
him to believe the second experience did indeed happen. 

Mark is a huge fan of the Kansas City Chiefs and the Kansas 
Jayhawks men’s basketball team. The only obsession he has 
is his 6-year-old dog Boomer.  Mark says Boomer is the most 
spoiled dog he knows. Boomer is a Labrador mix breed and 
is very friendly.  Everywhere they go, Boomer is instantly the 
center of attention!  In my opinion, Boomer isn’t spoiled…. 
he is simply an amazing dog who receives the adoration he 
deserves!  Mark enjoys hiking.  He recently completed the 
Incline Trail.  He also likes biking along the Santa Fe Trail. 

He believes that everything happens for a reason.  If it sounds 
too good to be true, chances are it is.  His favorite sayings are 
“Don’t look back – someone may be gaining on you.” And 

by Billie Nigro 
Mark was born in Kansas City, Missouri, to the late Donald 

and Caroline Giffin.  His father, Donald, was an attorney and 
partner in the law firm of Spencer Fane Britt and Browne.  
He has three sibling, two brothers, Paul and Donald, Jr and 
Elizabeth who has passed away.

Mark started high school at 
the Abbey School in Canon 
City Colorado, then moved his 
sophomore year to the Barstow 
School in Kansas City MO.  He 
graduated in the Class of 1981. 
He went on to graduate from 
The University of Kansas with 
a bachelors degree in Personnel 
Administration 1987.

His first jobs were mowing 
yards and being a bus boy 
in a restaurant.  Other jobs 
included working as a Business 
Analyst and Customer Service 
Representative with DST 
Systems in Kansas City for 13 years. He also worked for the 
IRS as a tax examiner, sold insurance, managed a convenience 
store and managed a motel property.  He thought about the 
military, but decided against it.

There are always funny things that happen along the way.  
One of the best Mark had was when his dad was representing a 
client who owned a motel named the Elm Cliff Motel in Kansas 
City. The owner needed a night manager for the motel and 
his dad recommended Mark. The motel rented rooms by the 
hour. Sometimes he would get calls from wives who thought 
their husbands were cheating on them. He would always say 
“I can neither confirm nor deny your husband is here but you 

are more than welcome to 
drive through our parking 
lot.”

Mark had and 
interesting, almost funny, 
experience on the job 
when he was managing 
a Circle-K in Kansas 
City.  He was held up and 
robbed one evening (not 
funny). The person made 
the mistake of going down 
the street and holding up 
a 7-11 convenience store. 
Why was it a mistake?  
His ex-girlfriend was 

working at the 7-11. So, Mark got to go in to a police line-
up. He identified the robber by a tattoo he had on his right 
arm. During the line up, the officer told the line up to “step 
forward say your name is John Doe and that you are from 
Kansas City.” When they got to the person who held him up, 
the officer said “step forward say your name is John Doe, you 
are from Kansas City. Also roll up your sleeves.” He ended 
spending 10 years in prison.

Mark was raised as a Master Mason in 1989.  He was drawn 
to the Masons because they all seemed to be men with good 
character and kept me out of trouble. He became a Shriner in 
2019.  Growing up in the Order of DeMolay they often had 
Shriners as Advisors.  They always seemed to be having fun 
whether they were dressed as clowns working the local rodeo 
or parades.  Becoming a Shriner just seemed natural.

Mark’s family went on a vacation to London, England. He 
and his sister had just gotten finished seeing a show and were 

Featured Shriner Mark GiFFin “Even a blind squirrel occasionally finds a nut.” He says that 
although he has never been married, he’s happy with his life 
and where he’s going.  Maybe he will run into his first girlfriend 
again someday.

(Griffin, Continued From Page 6)

(Continued on Page 7)
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December
Eugene R Canady Jr.

Daniel E Coburn
Lee J Greenwood
Maurice E Heikes
Dennis A Bright
Thad S Miner
Kent E Eckley

Jeffrey T Stevens
Carl G Hagans

Samuel J Pisciotta P.P.
Ralph M Beuc

Kenneth L Jones P.P.
Howard W Magan
Kenneth E Grayson
Nathaniel K Seeley

John R McConnell P.G.M.
Douglas W Gabel
James G Johnson

Henry H Taylor
Paul L Crawford
Scott E Nistler

Charles L Phillips
Alan J Lynn

Dwain P Jack

Kevin L Sharrar
Marlin J Miller

Cedric Asis
Reginald A Graham

Scot M Autry
Michael A Kruse
James K Marcum

John R Stulp
Vernon R Turner P.G.M.

Gerald D Oldsen
Mark A Giffin

Christopher G Sears
Andrew B Wyatt

Ronald A Bowen P.P.
Fred I Collazo
Ian A Wood

Matthew D Langley

January

Curtis Payne
William E Price

Thomas C Holmes P.P.
Allen Surber
David A Nuss

Charles J Buck Jr.
Abe M England
Reuben R Vigil
Larry L Childs

Travis K Walker
William H Shawley P.P.

Troy L Hanson
Larry D Allen

L.G. Oxford

Vivian M Musgrove

Eugene J Dobrzelecki

William A Johnson

Richard C Larke

Louis M Graner

William E Horst

Floyd M Davis

Lester H Nowell

Israel Trujillo

David W McKey

Frank T Krutzke

John R White

Dennis D Mutcher

Ernest T Park Jr.

Earl D Chamblin

Henry D Ainsworth

Thomas W Gilliland

Raymond D Lingley

Jackson W Chandler

Robert M Burr P.P.

Richard G Calhoun

A  H E A R T Y  A L  K A L Y 

and the

Congratulations to the following nobles that will be 
celebrating birthdays during December and January

Orlando Maez, President (719-671-9597 orlandomaez@yahoo.com)
Jim Johnson, Vice President (719-210-5829 mahatma@freemasonic.org)
Ray Lingley, Secretary (719-505-5546; Raymond.lingley@yahoo.com)

Torry Krutzke, Treasurer (719-546-0888; torryk@mindspring.com)

Al Kaly Mule Train 
Join Us

"We ride so children can walk"

Veteran’S day Parade
tin LizzieS

The Tin Lizzie Unit entered the Veteran’s Day Parade 
to show pride and support of all United States Veterans 
with 7 cars. At 11:11 am the parade started on a sunny 
day with a very good showing of entries. This happened 
to be a great day for all and after the parade the Four 
Corners Scottish Rite Club sponsored a Hamburger and 
Hotdog lunch for the Shriners, club members and their 
families. The San Juan Basin Shrine Club wishes to thank 
Aaron and Lynette Brewer and Willie Elmore for making 
the lunch a great success.

eScaLante Shrine cLub
Mancos Days on July 29th and Escalante Days (Dolores) 

on August 12th. We’re proud to report great participation 
for both events. 

Mancos Days
Mancos Days was a scorcher with temperatures around 

90 degrees but that didn’t discourage spectators along the 
parade route. The volunteer fire department helped by 
hosing down the spectators as they drove by!

Mancos Days Parade Participants (Left to Right): Ron 
Kimmi, Willie Elmore, Sam Barrett, Tom Weaver, Norman 
Moss, and Mike Mussler

Escalante Days
Escalante Days Parade tookplace on somewhat cooler 

day and was supported by ten Escalante Shrine Club 
members- our best club parade turnout to date! 

Participants (Left to Right): Lee Coley, Mike Mussler, 
Aryol Brumley, Rob Kennedy, Josh Alexander, Ron Kimmi 
(seated), Rodney Branson, Ed Merritt, Tom Weaver and 
Norman Moss
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donations

The Al Kaly Shrine General and  The Al Kaly Shrine General and  
Transportation Fund are in need Transportation Fund are in need 

of a financial boost.of a financial boost.
The increasing cost of operating Al Kaly Temple and 

transporting kids to the hospital combined with decreasing 
membership has put a strain on the General Fund and 

Transportation Fund. Please remember both of these funds 
when donating. Send your donation to: 

Al Kaly Shrine, P.O. Box 193, Pueblo, Colorado 81002

Jerry Allin, Secretary: 719-495-1062

AL KALY SHRINERS 
of Southern Colorado 

www.alkalyshrine.org 

Do you know a child in need of Medical Attention?
Orthopardic, Burns, Cleft Lip or Palate, or other 

The Shriners are here to help!
Call 719-544-0658 or contact a Shriner for more information.

IIn MMemoriam
As of: October 31, 2023  

“Do not stand at my grave and weep,
I am not there, I do not sleep.

I am in a thousand winds that blow,
I am the softly falling snow.

I am the gentle showers of rain,
I am the fields of ripening grain.

I am in the morning hush,
I am in the graceful rush.

Of beautiful birds in circling flight,
I am the starshine of the night.
I am in the flowers that bloom,

I am in a quiet room.
I am in the birds that sing,
I am in each lovely thing.

Do not stand at my grave and cry,
I am not there. I do not die.

  Mary Elizabeth FryeHOSPITAL
Kenneth Grayson
Lorretta Portenier

TRANSPORTATION FUND
Al Kaly Band

Helen Stavrakis
Al Kaly Band Villa Pueblo Performance

In Memory of Kathy Tedrow
Anne Sater

GENERAL FUND
Kenneth Grayson

Call the Shrine Office at 

719-544-0658 
for details.home (719) 495-9252

allanake@att.net
20020 Lockridge Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80908

Allan Ake
Past Potentate

Lady Linda Agresta

Al Kaly Bowl-A-Thon • Nov. 5th 2023
We had a good turnout for the Bowl-A-Thon November 5th 2023.  I want 

to thank my daughter Vicki for her help all these years. We had 16 bowlers who 
came out and had a good time. The Bowl-a-thon raised $2,300.00 dollars for 
the Shriners Children. Thank you all who attended and made it a beautiful day 
of Bowling. We had a few of the past Potentates attend to support our function, 
I.S. Jim Eaches and Lady Rosa, I.S. Bob Burr and Lady Betty, I.S. Ray Singmaster 
and Lady LorAnn, I.S. Larry Weed, Chief Rabban John 
Weed and Lady Cynthia and of course present Potentate 
I.S. William Davidson who threw out the first bowling ball 
to start the event with his Lady Rhonda.  Thank you all 
for attending.  I would also like to thank Chuck, owner of 
Pinheadz Bowl for letting us use his house for the Bowl 
a thon, and for the workers of the lanes who took care 
of us. Chuck has given us super costs for our Al Kaly Bowl-A-Thon at his facility. 
This fund raiser will again be done here again next year date to be announced 
later and hope to see more people come out and enjoy a fun day of bowling. 
Thank you all who made donations for your support of Shriner’s Children.

Yours in the Faith,
Rich “Swede” Hanson

Noble Joe Tilley
Born: November 21, 1926
Created: May 19, 1967
Died: September 5, 2023

Noble Phil Moss, PGM
Born: September 14, 1946
Created: December 12, 2002
Died: October 2, 2023

The following Escalante Shrine Club Members 
participated in the Montezuma-Cortez High School 
Home Coming Parade on October 4th: Rodney Branson, 
Norman Moss, Lee Coley, Sam Barrett, Josh Alexander, 
and Rob Kennedy (Josh and Rob aren’t in the photo).

eScaLante Shrine cLub 
MontezuMa-corteS h.S. 

hoMecoMinG Parade
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